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President’s Report
It’s hard to believe, but almost a full 25
years have passed since the summer of
1988 when we welcomed our first guests to
Langara Island. Although the remoteness
of Haida Gwaii initially presented some
challenges, we determined way back then
that there was simply no better location to
offer a fishing and wilderness hospitality
experience that was “far beyond” anything
the market had to offer at that time.
But it’s not the process of building a unique
business that makes us feel good; it’s the
knowledge that thousands of people from
all over the world have taken part in an
adventure that has strengthened bonds with family members and friends, and between companies and clients in a way that no
other experience can. Most satisfying of all is seeing growing numbers of guests and corporate groups return year after year. Our
lodges are familiar and comfortable places to them, where they are treated as members of a close-knit club, where our fabulous
employees know them by name, and where they can reacquaint themselves on an annual basis with the exhilaration of a salmon
strike.
But while we may reflect briefly on our past, we are also looking to the future by reviewing comment sheets and meeting with
suppliers and partners to improve services and to uphold our reputation for offering an experience that is second to none. And
we are pulling out all the stops to ensure that the special events we have planned for the upcoming 25th anniversary season are
more “special” than ever before. We are also doing some updates at the lodges, adding to our boat fleets and processing the
influx of reservations as quickly as we can so that members can be accommodated during their requested dates in 2013.
And as many of you know, we are continuing to open up a whole new fishing frontier off the Pacific coast of Panama. Interestingly,
it is here that WCFC history is repeating itself, as we are once again overcoming the challenges of establishing a luxurious landbased lodge in a remote setting. In this case, the setting for our proposed lodge is Isla Del Ray, the largest island within the
archipelago of Las Perlas, located some 30 minutes by charter aircraft south of Panama City. In the meantime, our guests are
accommodated aboard a luxurious 160-foot luxury ship, the Pacific Provider, and guided to the most varied and explosive fishing
adventure imaginable.
Speaking of history, this edition of Tight Lines includes a special feature, beginning on page 16, which describes the origins of
The West Coast Fishing Club and some of the highlights along the way. Having paused momentarily to reflect on all the memories
and years, we want to convey our thanks to you for accompanying us on the journey so far and for making the West Coast Fishing
Club a part of your own personal history.
We promise that 2013 is going to be a sterling silver season.
Tight Lines!

Brian Legge and Rick Grange

Around the Club
Loss of a Long Time Friend
It is with great sadness that we note the
loss of a great friend of the West Coast
Fishing Club, Fred Nelson. Right from the
time of his first visit to the Clubhouse, it
was clear to all of us that Fred was very
passionate about two things – his family
and fishing. He routinely assured us that
his annual trips to Langara Island with
his family were the highlight of his year.
For 17 consecutive seasons he was a
welcome fixture at the Clubhouse. Staff
and frequent guests will no doubt recall
Fred’s warm and engaging personality,
his sincere and caring interest in the
lives of others, and his wide-eyed look
of eager anticipation in the early morning
hours of a day of fishing.

In the evening around the Clubhouse
dinner table or in the lounge, his fellow
guests were often inspired and amazed
by the diversity of Fred’s life, from his
academic achievements at the University
of Washington and Duke Law School, to
learning fluent Japanese during his US
Army service in Japan, to his successful
business career as a pioneer in auto
retailing in his home state of Washington.
Remarkably, Fred owned and operated
automobile dealerships for 55 years, and
he never stopped coming to work in his
trademark suit and tie right up until the
month of his passing. His last trip to the
lodge was in June 2011 at the age of 94.
Tight lines always Fred. We’ll miss you.

Frederick Nelson
May 14, 1917 - February 26, 2012

WCFC Angler Awards
The West Coast Fishing Club has
commissioned California-based master
designer and sculptor Malcolm DeMille
to create intricate limited edition lapel
pins that will be awarded to guests for
catches of trophy fish. These new designs
have been crafted from high-grade silver
to commemorate our 25th anniversary
season. The pins will be awarded to
commemorate catches of tyee (Chinook
salmon in excess of 30 pounds); halibut
in excess of 100 pounds and marlin that
tip the scales at 500 pounds or more.
Ontario-born DeMille has been producing
monumental sculptural statues, trophies,
awards, money clips, fine custom jewelry
and accessories for over 30 years, and
has customized designs for a variety
of corporations and professional sport
franchises, including the California
Angels and the PGA Tour.

Book Your 2013 Fishing Adventure Today! Call 1-888-432-6666 or visit westcoastfishingclub.com
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Around the Club

Fin, Ledcor Champion Family Nicholas & Edmund Siqueira, Brian Legge WCFC, Katy Harandi (CAN), Paolo Aquilini (CAN)

Thank you to our Presenting & Title sponsors:

2012 Fishing For Kids Tournament Nets $1 Million for Canucks Autism Network
Well, we finally did it. Each year the WCFC’s
Fishing for Kids tournament raises more
money than the year before, and in 2012
the total raised in this popular three-day
event broke the seven-figure barrier,
reaching the tidy sum of one million
dollars for the Canuck’s Autism Network.
Winner Mike Abbey from SimplexGrinnell
landed a 41.6lb Chinook on the very last
day of the contest, good enough for first
place and the $200,000 grand prize. In
keeping with the event’s tradition, Mike
donated his entire winnings back to the
Canucks Autism Network. Upon his return

to YVR South Terminal, he received a
magnificent trophy, and the one milliondollar cheque was presented to the
Canucks Autism Network by West Coast
Fishing Club co-owner Brian Legge.

vocal superstars The Tenors provided an
evening of music for participants, which
included Senator Larry Campbell and
numerous other community and industry
leaders.

Well-known participants in this year’s
tournament included Vancouver Canucks
owner Paolo Aquilini, President and GM
Mike Gillis, Assistant GM Laurence Gilman
along with current Canucks players Dan
Hamhuis and Manny Malhotra, along
with former Canuck and long-time
WCFC friend Willie Mitchell. International

Since the inaugural event in 2006,
the Fishing For Kids Tournament has
generated over $4 million for BC
children’s charities. It has also come to
be recognized as the premier fishing
tournament in the Pacific Northwest.
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Thank you to all of the 2012 Fishing For Kids Sponsors:
Major Sponsors

Corporate Sponsors
Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers		
JDS Engergy & Mining Inc.		
Tiffany & Co.		
Yellowhead Mining Inc.		
Friends of the Event
Rosewood Hotel Georgia		
Arc’teryx		
Glencore Ltd.		
Le Vieux Pin		

SimplexGrinnell
Finning
Sysco
Helly Hansen

Hawksworth Restaurant
La Stella
Watermark Beach Resort

To enter in the event, to become a sponsor or for more information contact The West Coast Fishing Club
Book Your 2013 Fishing Adventure Today! Call 1-888-432-6666 or visit westcoastfishingclub.com
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Around the Club

Jacob Richler and his Sailfish Release

Panama Fishing
In May of 2011, the West Coast Fishing
Club marked the beginning of a new
chapter in its history by welcoming the
first guests to its new fishing frontier
in the warm Pacific waters of Panama.
Since that inaugural trip, WCFC regulars
and some first-time guests have steadily
made their way to this beautiful and
remote destination to test their strength
and skills against no fewer than 11
different species of powerful fighting
fish, including prized yellowfin tuna and
three species of mighty marlin.

Larry Houghton and his 85 lb Rooster Fish

resort will be located. Plans continue to
build the property as we negotiate with
construction companies and acquire
the necessary permits. We are hoping
to have the resort completed by mid2014. In the meantime we continue to
accommodate our guests aboard the
luxurious 160-foot motor-yacht, the
Pacific Provider.

No matter what time of year suits you,
our staff will assist you in making your
travel arrangements to Panama City, as
well as accommodations for your oneWe are pleased to report that anglers night stay before your tropical fishing
have descended upon the West Coast adventure begins. Once you arrive in
Fishing Club Panama from across North Panama City, our VIP hosts will greet
America and far beyond. They have
included scores of devoted Canadian
anglers who are regular guests at our
northern lodges, as well as some of our
American, Central and South American
friends and first-time guests. Each month
of our operations in this unforgettable
seascape brings us more expertise about
the waters surrounding Las Perlas (The
Pearl Islands) where our future boutique
Arist rendering of WCFC Panama

Released

you, transfer you to your hotel and return
you the next morning to the airport for
the flight to the Pacific Provider, which is
presently anchored just off Isla Del Ray,
the site of our proposed new lodge.
All-inclusive packages from Panama
City are available from December to
March and from June to September.
Coastal and offshore fishing excursions
are available on our fleet of 37’ and 40’
boats, and can be comprised of three,
four, five or six-day getaways. All aspects
of these WCFC trips are looked after by
the WCFC team, who will go far beyond
to ensure that your visit to Panama is
worry-free, without exception.

WCFC Veterans
just to get a piece of paper. I’ve been
cooking my whole life.”

Expedition Marlin Panama
Last April we moved the ship for five
weeks to the far reaches of Panama in
search of a specific run of black marlin.
Over the course of our stay, we enjoyed
great fishing with a total of 27 of these
monsters caught, tagged and released.
The fish were predominantly blacks, with
a few blues mixed in for good measure.
The average size of the blacks was north
of 600 pounds and the largest was over
800. All of this action took place in the
Pacific waters surrounding Coiba Island
National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site located 30 miles off the Panamanian
coast. WCFC arranged all logistics to this
remote island paradise where guests
arrived in style and 100 per cent hasslefree. Everyone told us that the experience
was amazing in every respect and one
that “only WCFC could deliver.”
Given the success of Expedition Marlin
Coiba Island last year, we will be offering
this very special excursion again in 2013.
There will be six weeks of availability
from mid-April to the end of May. If you
are interested in this special return oncein-a-lifetime marlin experience, please
contact Brian Grange at briangrange@
westcoastfishingclub.com. Space is
extremely limited and this will be the only
time WCFC will offer this expedition in
2013, so please don’t delay.

Born in the Molise region of southeastern Italy, Walter Pelicia has been a
chef for as long as he can remember.
“I grew up in a pasta factory that
belonged to a friend of my parents,” he
says. “My mother was a caterer and my
uncles owned restaurants.” Growing
up near the Adriatic coast, he became
something of a seafood specialist, but
soon widened his culinary repertoire
after immigrating with his family to
Canada at the age of 15. He undertook
formal chef training at Vancouver’s
Culinary Arts Institute, but insists “it was

Between his work as a fishing guide
and a commercial diver, Mike Tonneson
figures he spends about 200 days a
year either in, or on the ocean. Born
and raised in Victoria, BC, he has over
30 years of guiding experience, and is
renowned among WCFC members for
his born-fisherman’s instincts. Evenkeeled, but energetic, “Screamer” is
looking forward to his 24th consecutive
year with the same gusto as ever. “I love
the area,” he says. “I don’t think there is
better fishing for big salmon anywhere
in the world than northern Haida Gwaii.”

He acquired his own restaurant in
1979, Pietros, located on Vancouver’s
East Hastings Street near the Pacific
Coliseum, which was then home to
the NHL’s Vancouver Canucks. It was a
popular place and had a loyal customer
base, some of whom have for many
years made annual trips to the North
Island Lodge to fish and enjoy Walter’s
Italian-inspired cuisine. He sold Pietros
in 1986 and went to work as a chef at a
lodge in Haida Gwaii, before accepting
a position as Executive Chef at North
Island Lodge when the renovation took
place in the early 90’s. The rest, as they
say, is history, as Walter prepares for
his 22nd year of bringing his old-world
expertise to the marine wilderness of
Langara Island.

He should know. In addition to years
of out-smarting tyee, he has observed
fish behavior as a diver, and theorizes
that salmon tend to mobilize just when
tides change. “It’s like when you switch
on the air pump in an aquarium. The
sudden movement of the water and the
feed brings the fish to life.” There are a
number of reasons why he has stayed
on so long, in spite of the demands of
seven-day-a-week work from late May
to early September. “I’ve known the
owners, Rick Grange and Brian Legge,
for a long time. We all appreciate the
amount of time they spend on-site to
make sure we have everything we need,
and they are constantly upgrading our
boats and equipment. Also, about 70
per cent of the people that fish with me
are people who have been coming up
for years, and that makes it fun.”

Lodge Report
Well, winter has descended on Langara,
or at least that’s what Roger and the
winter crew have told me, but not before
our little Island was hit by the earthquake
of the century! At 8:04 pm Saturday,
October 27th a 7.7 magnitude banger
hit Haida Gwaii and rocked Langara
with its biggest shock since the 8.1 that
struck on August 22, 1949. Although
the Clubhouse suffered some cracks in
its drywall and modest breaks in its wine
cellar, no major damage occurred and all
will be in ready for your visit this summer.
Looking ahead to the 2013 season, our
head guide, Mike “Screamer” Tonnesen,
and his crew, along with Stephanie
Beachy and the hotel group look
forward to welcoming back old friends
and meeting new friends in 2013. The

Clubhouse staff will be helping Stephanie
and guide Jordie Stromquist celebrate
their marriage this March. While we all
wish them a happy life together, there is
no need for alarm on the part of longtime guests, as I assure you they’ll both
be back to the Clubhouse this season. As
many of you have told us over the years,
the Clubhouse staff is our most important
asset, so you’ll be pleased to hear that
almost all of last year’s crew will be back.

It’s wonderful to see the number of you
who have already told us that you’ll be up
to see us this season. Just a little heads
up for those of you still considering a
visit, dates are filling up, especially our
Thursday to Sunday packages, so let us
know sooner rather than later if you’d
like us to hold something for you.

Terry Cowan
GM

Perri Domm and Laurence Gilman catch

& release Chinook

David Cobbold – catch of the day

Sean Salem and Matt Conelley – Guide – 40 lb release

Lodge Report
As in most years, the bulk of our dates
in 2012 were booked by private groups
of 12 to 14 guests who made the lodge
their own exclusive retreat and created
lasting memories and relationships. For
the most part, our fishing was superb.
During the early season the weather was
varied, but the fish were close to the
lodge and bigger than we typically see at
that time of year. In fact, we had multiple
fish in the 40’s and 50’s right out of the
gates in early June. The weather became
more consistent as summer went along,
and Freeman Rock and Hippa produced
huge numbers of Chinook.
The one thing that remained consistent
(as it has for thousands of years) is the
remote location of the Outpost, which
perhaps distinguishes the lodge as much
as its haute cuisine and rich leather and
wood interior. Once the chopper leaves, it

usually takes a bit of time for our guests
to catch their breath and actually believe
that this intimate place and 15 square
miles of ocean is for their exclusive use.
I’ve been here for seven consecutive
seasons and I am still pleasantly
overwhelmed by what this jewel of the
West Coast Fishing Club offers.

specifically to your desires. On that note,
we will be reviewing our menu plans and
our wine list to include some special
surprises during the upcoming season.
Meanwhile, our dedicated caretakers
Mike and Heather are keeping the
timbers dry through the winter and
ensuring everything is ready to welcome
the first guests of 2013.

When you’re here with your friends and
guests, it’s completely private and we
can customize the menus and activities GM

Ken Beatty

64 lb Chinook catch & release

Lodge Report
While there is no such thing as a bad
season at Langara Island, some years
are better than others. In terms of
fishing, 2012 had its highs and lows, but
the highs vastly outnumbered the lows.
Self-guided anglers made out well for
the most part, but there were days in the
early part of the season where everybody
had to work for their salmon. Fortunately,
our all-star guides know these waters like
nobody else, and on most days managed
to find daily catch limits for their guests.
The fishing improved as the season went

on, as did the weather, with August being
a spectacular month throughout.

With this in mind, our team continues to
review all aspects of lodge and fishing
operations and I encourage our loyal
guests and prospective first-time guests
to be a part of this in the planning stages.
We would love to hear from you to ensure
your friends, family or valued clients have
the best possible guest experience in
2013.

While the lodge is undergoing the usual
off-season refurbishments, our team is
looking to the start of a new season. While
our “on-the-water” lodge experience,
incredible fishing and beautiful natural
surroundings undoubtedly create a solid
foundation, it is the character of our staff
and how we take care of details that
have built lasting relationships with our GM
guests.

Todd McIntyre

Book Your 2013 Fishing Adventure Today! Call 1-888-432-6666 or visit westcoastfishingclub.com
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Jeff Downer Rooster Fish catch

& release

JB and Diane Rupe

rt tackle a marlin

South Lodge Report - The Pacific Provider, Panama
We are currently under way in our peak
marlin season down south in the Pearl
Islands and preparing for this year’s
Expedition Marlin adventures in April and
May. Preparation is half the battle, and
when doing battle with sea monsters it
is best to be prepared for anything. To
make ready, we have changed out line
on our reels, made new leaders and are
continuing to explore what is undoubtedly
one of the richest fishing areas on the
planet. As at our northern lodges, we
only use top of the line equipment, both
offshore and inshore. We catch big,
powerful fish that are very hard on tackle
and equipment, and we invest thousands
of dollars and hundreds of man-hours to
ensure that when you hook into what you

came looking for, there are no equipment well – all finely tuned fishing machines .
failures.
As for fishing, we can generally find marlin
We recently took the Pacific Provider around the Pearl Islands throughout the
out of the water to sandblast and paint year, but December, February, January,
the bottom. We have completed checks July and August can be some of the best
and tune-ups on the motors in our two months for blacks and blues. Last year
40-foot Gamefisherman off-shore boats, during this period we also experienced
which made their debut with us in 2012. some incredible fishing for trophy-sized
These wooden-hulled, custom boats with yellowfin tuna. Great fishing for marlin,
their twin 450-horsepower Cummins tuna and the standard bounty of other
diesel engines provide us with increased species, all while escaping the wrath of
fishing capacity and a more comfortable old man winter, it all sounds pretty good
ride to our most productive offshore to me.
areas. With these new boats and our
highly specialized fishing arsenal, we are
well prepared for what is to come. We GM
have tuned up our four sport boats as

Elliott Stark

Boat Profile
The West Coast Fishing Club Panama is outfitted with a fleet of boats perfectly suited for fishing
Panama. The jewels of the fleet are two 40’ Gamefisherman wood-hull boats, each powered by
twin 450 horsepower Cummins diesel engines. These custom boats are the ideal combination of
comfort and utility on water. They ride smoothly, cut through chop easily and are maneuverable
enough to stay tight on a speeding marlin. They are air conditioned, teak-decked salon boats
with a head in the bow and two bunks.
Whether you prefer to drink a cold beer in the air conditioned interior or nap on the deck, the Gamefisherman boats are ready for you.
They have tuna towers that assist the search for bait balls or floating logs. Watching one of our skilled captains putting her to the pins
in reverse on a big fish is an invigorating sight every time.

Book your 2013 fishing trip to Panama today!
Las Perlas Islands		
Expedtion Marlin Coiba Island
Last Perlas islands		

December / January / February
April / May
June / July / August

West Coast Fishing Club offers all-inclusive packages. Our team will take care of all the arrangements ensuring that you
will have an experience that will last a lifetime. To inquire one of our luxurious all-inclusive fishing packages, contact WCFC
Sales and Client Services at 1-888-432-6666 or see our website at www.westcoastfishingclub.com

Corporate Responsibility

From its first year of operations in 1988, the West Coast Fishing Club
has upheld a deep commitment to well defined corporate responsibility
objectives that focus upon fisheries conservation; sustainable industry
practices, and social, economic and community development initiatives,
thanks in large measure to the support of our members.

Salmon Enhancement in Haida Gwaii
Once again in 2012, we focused a good
deal of effort and resources on Salmon
enhancement through our partnership
with the Queen Charlotte Islands Salmon
Unlimited Society. The QCISUS acts to
preserve and protect wild salmon and
other endangered fish breeding areas
throughout Haida Gwaii. QCISUS funds
hatcheries, stream restoration, surveying
and local technician training. According
to President Barry Mark, there was a
good fall Coho run in Masset Inlet this

year with Gully Creek receiving the
highest returns in over a decade. Coho
numbers were well up from 2011 with
rivers like the Tlell seeing returns of over
8000 Coho. There are currently 60,000
new Coho eggs incubating which should
be ready for release next spring. This is
all great news and we hope that with
your support and the continued good
work of QCISUS these numbers can be
sustained.

Looking forward, the money raised from
the lodges in 2013 will help fund some
repairs to the Deep Creek Fishway and
increase brood stock capture for next
fall. On that note, a massive THANK YOU
to all the WCFC guests who contributed
to the $30,565.00 raised through the
50/50 draw! The lucky 50/50 winner is
Clubhouse guest Chris Graham, who will
receive a check for $15,282.50 CDN. It
proves that fishing with WCFC does pay
- congratulations Chris!

Release Incentives

40 lb. Tyee
Arc’teryx Jacket

50 lb. Tyee

60 lb. Tyee

Loomis mooching Rod

MR-3 Islander Reel

Practise safe and responsible
release techniques to ensure
salmon survival
• By law, barbless hooks must be used
for salmon in all British Columbia
coastal waters.
• When using a landing net, use one with
knotless cotton mesh, which is less
harmful to fish scales, gills and eyes.
• Bring the fish quickly into reach.

70 lb. Tyee
Framed silk print
(or any 40 or 50 lb. reward)

As in previous years, the WCFC will
continue to encourage the release of
trophy Chinook Salmon with a great
selection of gifts for conservation minded
anglers like Arcteryx Jackets, framed
limited edition fish prints and fishing gear.
We hope you get a chance to participate
in a 40+ pound Chinook release in 2013.
WCFC is also considering bringing back

the popular “catch and release” program
whereby if you choose to release all your
catch we’ll provide you with a small box
with a nice selection of frozen seafood
at the end of your trip. We’d like your
feedback on this as a conservation
measure. Please contact us by visiting
our website http://westcoastfishingclub.
com/contact

• Handle the fish gently. Do not squeeze
the fish and avoid touching the gills and
eyes. Loss of scales and damage to the
gills caused by pressure on the gills or
by removal from the water are the most
serious injuries a salmon can suffer.
• Remove the hook gently with pliers or
with your thumb and forefinger. If the
hook must be left in, cut the leader as
close to it as possible.
• Support the fish under the belly, keeping
it in an upright position under water. Do
not hold the fish vertically by the tail.
Give the fish as much time as it needs
to recover and swim away on its own.
• Remember: Landing, reviving and
releasing your fish as quickly as possible
and following the above procedures will
increase the chances of fish survival.

The lucky 2012 50/50 winner is Clubhouse guest Chris Graham, who will
receive a check for $15,282.50 CDN. Congratulations!

Source: Fisheries and Oceans Anglers
Guide 2012-13

Book Your 2013 Fishing Adventure Today! Call 1-888-432-6666 or visit westcoastfishingclub.com
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Featured Event

David Hawksworth and Friends Culinary Adventure
It’s become an annual marquee event
for The Clubhouse, an altogether
extraordinary culinary excursion guided
by celebrity chefs to the northernmost
reaches of Haida Gwaii. And as the
2013 season marks the 25th year of
operations for The West Coast Fishing
Club, Clubhouse manager Terry Cowan
and his dedicated staff are turning up
the burners to ensure this year’s Culinary
Adventure raises the bar even higher for
discriminating food lovers.
David Hawksworth of Vancouver’s
renowned Hawksworth Restaurant at
the Rosewood Hotel Georgia, recently
acclaimed by Maclean’s magazine as
Canada’s Best Restaurant, will once
again host the five-day extravaganza
and will kick off the featured daily
interactive cooking classes. A soughtafter guest chef at some of the world’s
most famous dining rooms, David will
generously share his European-trained

skills and deep appreciation for the finest
Pacific Northwest ingredients with WCFC
guests, some of whom return year after
year to unleash their inner chef amidst
The Clubhouse’s rustic elegance.

Each two-hour class concludes with
guests dining on the entrée they
individually prepared, after which they
are free to head back out onto the water
for more of the world’s best salmon and
halibut fishing. Depending on the day,
This year’s event will also feature guests can also spend the afternoon on
special guest chef Edward Lee, a a helicopter tour, attend a wine-tasting
native of Brooklyn, New York who hosted by a master sommelier, comb
trained in NYC kitchens and has spent for treasures on a remote beach or
the better part of a decade honing his spend reflective moments exploring the
vision at 610 Magnolia Restaurant in remnants of ancient Haida settlements.
Louisville, Kentucky. Edward’s culinary
style draws inspiration from his Asian Each evening begins with a classic
heritage, his New York training, and his cocktail followed by a spectacular dinner
embrace of the American South. His prepared by our celebrity guest chefs,
innovative cuisine has twice earned him harmoniously paired with elegant wines
a finalist nomination for the James Beard by our resident sommelier.
Foundation Awards Best Chef Southeast
category in 2011 and 2012. He has been It’s a gastronomic odyssey far beyond
featured in Esquire, Bon Appétit, GQ and your wildest expectations...and you are
Gourmet magazines and he defeated Iron cordially invited. Limited space remains,
Chef Jose Garces on a 2010 episode of book your culinary adventure trip today!
Food Network’s Iron Chef America.

WCFC Events
Every year our lodge managers and staff members go far beyond the norm to stage special events that are increasingly popular.
Anyone interested in any of the following special event packages should contact our sales and marketing staff as soon as
possible, as space tends to fill up quickly.

April – May Expedition Marlin - Coiba Island

From mid-April until the end of May, embark on the expedition of a lifetime fishing the pristine waters of
Coiba Island National Park aboard the Pacific Provider, where you will have a chance at some of the largest
Black Marlin you have ever encountered. We will take care of all of the details. From transportation logistics
to luxury accommodations, dining and service, we’ll ensure that this adventure encompasses all that you
have come to expect at the West Coast Fishing Club and a few surprises as well. For more information
please contact Brian Grange at briangrange@westcoastfishingclub.com.

June 2-6 Shoot-out Salmon Derby

We kicked off the 2012 season in grand fashion with the SNC Shootout Salmon Derby June 7-11 at The
Clubhouse. The sold-out field in 2012 was limited to 28 guests in 14 two-person teams. Guests had the
option to either retain or release their catches, with the size of fish entered determined by a measurement
of length and girth. Daily prizes were awarded and the biggest Chinook for the derby earned a return trip
for two for the lucky angler. Good fun and friendly competition is the objective, and a wonderful time was
had by all.

June 3-10 Salmonar - Learn to fish Langara Like a Pro!

This seven-day trip is recommended for those of you who prefer to fish Langara Island without the assistance
of a guide. Elevate your angling skills with tips and secrets from our experienced WCFC guide staff. For
part of your time on the water, one of our guides will be aboard your boat to assist you to enhance your
skills and to show you the finer points of fishing around Langara Island. In the evening, lodge manager Todd
McIntyre will offer seminars to share the secrets he has accumulated over his 15 years as a guide and to
answer your questions.

July 21-25 David Hawksworth and Friends Culinary Adventure

It’s become a marquee event for the Clubhouse, an altogether extraordinary culinary excursion guided
by celebrity chefs from British Columbia and far beyond. Join us for daily interactive cooking classes in
which David Hawksworth of Vancouver’s renowned Hawksworth Restaurant at the Rosewood Hotel Georgia
shares his European-trained skills and deep appreciation for the finest Pacific Northwest ingredients. Then
head back out onto the water for more of the world’s best salmon fishing. Finish your day with a classic
cocktail and a spectacular evening meal prepared by David and his friends.

August 25-28 Fishing For Kids – the West Coast Fishing Club Tournament

The Fishing for Kids tournament has come to be recognized as BC’s premier charity fishing tournament. This
past year’s winner, Mike Abbey from SimplexGrinnell, landed a 41.6lb Chinook on the last day, netting him
the $200,000 grand prize. In keeping with tradition, Mike donated his winnings back to the tournament’s
beneficiary, helping to contribute to this year’s total of $1 million for the Canucks Autism Network. Held at
The Clubhouse in August of each year, the Fishing For Kids Tournament has generated over $4 million for
BC children’s charities to date. For more information, please visit www.fishingforkidstournament.com.

Book Your 2013 Fishing Adventure Today! Call 1-888-432-6666 or visit westcoastfishingclub.com
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Over the course of roughly 25 years, British
Columbia’s salt-water sport-fishing industry
has undergone substantial evolutionary change
from the days of rudimentary fishing camps with
small aluminum boats and minimal creature
comforts. Today, lodges of every description
speckle the coastal map, including a select
few that offer luxurious amenities, convenient
access and culinary sophistication never before
imagined until an ambitious pair of business
partners arrived on the scene in 1988 with two
Boston Whalers and a problem to solve.
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Rick Grange, Sam & Tasha – 1999

Enroute to Fishing Ground Photo

Oceans of Fortune
It was in the summer of 1981 that Rick
Grange, a co-owner of a burgeoning
Toronto-based
corporate
security
company, ventured for the first time
into the marine wilderness of the British
Columbia coast to experience its raw
beauty and superlative salmon fishing.
There on the water, far from the reaches
of city life, it occurred to him that fishing
excursions to this region might represent
a unique form of corporate hospitality
for his firm’s growing list of clients. In
all of his travels, there was nothing he
had ever experienced that he felt could
match the exhilaration of trophy salmon
fishing in such an untamed area of
stunning seascapes, nor anything that
held such inordinate promise to solidify
both business relations and personal
friendships.

Courtney Hatfield – catch & release

Jarod Ridge “Mortician” and Stephan
ie Buttrell with Tyee catch

In the summers that followed, he led
groups of clients to rustic lodges on
Rivers Inlet, some 300 miles north of
Vancouver. The positive reactions of his
guests on those sojourns confirmed
his belief that wilderness salt-water
fishing held universal appeal to anyone
with even the vaguest interest in the
great outdoors. But a bred-in-the-bone
conviction to do things bigger and better
than anyone had ever done before
resulted in some further exploration. He
set his sights on the Queen Charlotte
Islands, another 300 miles farther north.
Here he discovered waters even more
abundant, with five species of Pacific
salmon all making their way around the
archipelago on their southern migration
to the rivers and streams of their birth.

“I went up there with a friend who was
the manager of a lodge at Rivers Inlet,
and the first time we dropped our lines
we had a double header,” he recalls.
“One was a 57-pound Chinook salmon

and the other was 52. We caught and
released about a hundred Coho on that
trip too. If you stopped to light a cigarette
you had to take your line out of the water.
At one point he looked at me and said, ‘I
guess this means you won’t be coming
back to Rivers Inlet anymore.’”
In addition to an abundance of salmon,
the Queen Charlottes also offered much
better fishing for large halibut than the
waters further south, not to mention
more frequent sightings of whales and
other marine life. Surely it was here,
he thought, that his company, Intercon
Security, could provide an unparalleled
experience that would have his clients
wanting to return time and again, but
only if he could address two lingering
concerns; their absolute safety on
the water and their extreme comfort
when the fishing day was through. The
problem he faced was that none of the
lodges at the time could offer his guests
the standards of comfort, privacy and
convenience that he and his long-time
friend and business partner Brian Legge
envisioned. Not only that, but the fishing
boats they provided were often too small
to be safe let alone comfortable, with
small single motors and minimal survival
gear beyond standard-fit life-jackets.
In preparation for the first summer of
operations in 1988, Grange and Legge
purchased two Boston Whalers, topof-the line fishing tackle and survival
suits, and booked blocks of rooms at
an existing lodge on the island chain’s
northern reaches. They also recruited
experienced guides, including a rugged
young seafarer named Mike “Screamer”
Tonneson, who had impressed Grange’s
first guests with his born fisherman’s
instincts and affable personality back
at Rivers Inlet. When the first group
of Intercon clients arrived, they were

welcomed as members of the West Coast
Fishing Club, a name chosen to stimulate
a kindred and exclusive atmosphere and
to help establish a forward-thinking
culture of conservation-minded angling.
“We determined from the very beginning
that we would put more fish back in than
we took out,” Grange recalls. “We started
charging people ten dollars for every fish
they caught, which we matched and then
used to buy tanks for the Marble River
Hatchery on Vancouver Island. Since
that time we’ve raised enough money
for the hatchery to rear over two million
Chinook and Coho fry and re-populate
nine different river systems.”
While the inaugural season was a great
success on the water, with guests
invariably catching their daily limits
from the comfort of large stable boats,
the problem that still needed to be
addressed was the Spartan nature of the
overnight accommodations, lackluster
meals and utter lack of privacy. “I took
Ken and Marilyn Thomson fishing and it
was embarrassing to me that the lodge
where we were staying had shared
washrooms,” says Grange, referring to
the heads of Canada’s wealthiest family
and the Thomson Corporation media

empire. “I just thought ‘there’s got to be
a better way.’”
A better way soon became obvious – to
expand their fleet of boats and guides
and construct a land-based lodge from
which the penultimate fishing experience
could be offered. Although the building
process would take time, the interim
needs could be met by acquiring a
floating lodge. As luck would have it, a
five-year-old converted barge called the
North Island Camp came up for sale in
1989. Throughout the following year they
expanded and renovated its interior to a
much higher standard of rustic elegance,
including ensuite bathrooms for each
of its 12 guest rooms and an expanded
kitchen and dining room. Renamed the
North Island Lodge, it went into service
in 1990 in Beal Cove of the lee side of
Langara Island, the northernmost point of
land in the Queen Charlottes. By this time
however, work had also begun nearby on
a land-based lodge that would exceed
all existing industry standards of comfort
and service, and where an exclusive club
atmosphere among frequently returning
member-guests would become a reality.
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s shape

The Clubhouse – Langara Island take

Breaking Ground
Henslung Cove on the south shore of
Langara Island was once the site of a
re-fuelling station for commercial fishing
vessels working the remote waters of the
Queen Charlotte Islands, whose name
was officially changed in 2010 to Haida
Gwaii, meaning “land of the people” in
the language of its original inhabitants.
With its dock facilities still intact and a
rocky plateau high above, Grange and
Legge believed they had found an ideal
location for a robust structure with a
commanding ocean view that could
withstand the pounding gales of winter
and offer all the comforts of a five-star
boutique resort in summer. In addition,
a second plateau even higher up the
slope would be an appropriate setting for
another building that would comfortably
accommodate the large contingent of
staff required to oversee the supreme
levels of service they were intent on
providing.

facilities. Grange emphasizes that from
the very beginning of construction they
upheld the same philosophy concerning
the local community that they did
regarding fish conservation - “put more
back in than we take out.” To that end,
their guiding principle was to support
Haida Gwaii suppliers wherever possible,
and to ensure that at least half the number
of staff at any given time consisted of
local community members. Work began
on the site in the summer of 199 and
focused initially on the construction of a
road up the steep grade from the dock
to the building site. Intent on building the
lodge without secondary financing, they
opted to sell half the land the following
year to a competing interest. With a fresh
injection of capital, they completed the
rudimentary foundations, although the
first phase consisted of no more than
a pair of adjoined modular housing
pods with a tin roof. The initial stages of
construction of what was to become The
They soon acquired 35 acres overlooking Clubhouse lodge were aided in no small
the bay where they would reinforce the measure by Tonneson, who labored with
docks, install fuel tanks and build a tools throughout an entire winter and
marina, fish cleaning and refrigeration guided guests in the fishing season.

In the summer of 1991, the initial phase of
The Clubhouse welcomed its first guests
into small but comfortable surroundings
and offered an eclectic array of
superb food and wine, including fresh
ingredients sourced from local suppliers
and transported by a combination
of wheeled aircraft, barges and float
planes. In each subsequent season,
guests returned to discover that the
facility had expanded during the winter
months, with architecturally pleasing
additions being completed to whatever
extent cash reserves would permit. With
each passing season, the Club’s growth
continued in organic fashion, with new
member-guests eventually outnumbering
the regular run of Intercon clients, who
by now had begun to host clients of their
own. Any residual capital was put towards
further improvements to the lodge and to
purchasing more boats in which guides
could safely and easily circumnavigate
Langara Island and probe the northern
shore of neighboring Graham Island. At
times they overextended themselves,
particularly in years when fuel prices
spiked. There was even the odd year in

which the balance sheet bled in spite
of both lodges operating at close to full
capacity. Still, the partners persevered,
unwilling to compromise on being a
noticeable cut above the rest in all aspects
of their offerings, or on their commitment
to supporting local communities and
fishery conservation. Although there
were some worrisome times, the yearto-year gamble paid off. Increasing
numbers of corporate groups, including
some from Fortune 500 companies,
willingly paid a significant premium to
make annual forays to Langara Island,
confident that the West Coast Fishing
Club would guarantee an experience and
atmosphere in which memories could be
made and relationships strengthened.
Throughout the 1990’s, the partners
continued to further refine their offerings,
but there was still one aspect that
needed to be completely re-evaluated
- the matter of guest transportation
between Vancouver and Langara Island.
The norm among lodge operators was to
transfer guests arriving by scheduled air
service at Sandspit airport onto buses
and then to float planes, a lengthy and

cumbersome process. “It was by far the
weakest link in our customer service
delivery” says Legge. “A changeover
could take anywhere from three hours to
eight hours, depending on weather and
logistics.”
They began to look for a better way,
including using chartered aircraft from
Vancouver to a rarely used airport farther
north at Masset on Graham Island,
and then helicopters to the lodges.
Although more costly, the move worked
well and added another dimension to
the experience, with the helicopters
affording guests streamlined access to
the lodges and superior first-glimpses
of land and seas that instantly thrilled
their imaginations. Other lodge operators
soon joined in the exodus to the Masset
airport and the use of helicopters. The
overall result was an economic boom
for the village as a transshipment point
for thousands of anglers and hundreds
of aircraft each summer, and from
where vast amounts of supplies could
be purchased on an annual basis. In
later years, local workers were hired to
build and maintain a large hangar at the

airport, where work could be done to
store, service and upgrade the expanding
fleet of fishing boats.
In addition to stimulating economic
development in the region, the Club also
continued to set an example among
industry peers in matters of conservation,
as lodge managers rewarded guests in
various ways for releasing large eggbearing female halibut and Chinook
salmon over 30 pounds as a means of
preserving the upper end of the gene
pool. The Club’s conviction to preserve
fish stocks eventually became even more
evident when it began to work hand-inhand with the Queen Charlotte Islands
Salmon Unlimited Society, raising over
a million dollars to reinforce migration
channels beneath road crossings. By
all appearances, the West Coast Fishing
Club appeared to have established
unprecedented standards in all facets of
its operations, and had been instrumental
in ushering in a whole new era and
mindset in BC’s sport-fishing industry.
But then came disturbing news.

1991 - Road construction on

Book Your 2013 Fishing Adventure Today! Call 1-888-432-6666 or visit westcoastfishingclub.com

Langara Island begins

22

Building of The Outpost

The Outpost fleet arrives

Building an Outpost
In the spring of 1996, the federal
government’s Department of Fisheries
and Oceans announced that it was
considering imposing reduced catch
limits for Chinook salmon in the waters
off Langara Island, including the
possibility of a no-possession limit. It was
a potentially devastating blow, with much
of the appeal of the coastal sport-fishing
industry being the ability for guests to
take home ample tasty reminders of their
experiences on the North Pacific. By this
time though, cash flows were sufficient
for construction of a third lodge, one
that would be close to Langara Island,
but outside the zone that the DFO was
proposing to regulate.

A site at Port Louis on the west coast of
Graham Island was chosen for a small
lodge that would serve as an outpost
to The Clubhouse. If the DFO decided
to go through with a possession ban in
the zone further north, lodge managers
would simply load Clubhouse and North
Island Lodge guests into helicopters and
take them to Port Louis. Here the seabed
dropped sharply to create deep holes
where bait congregated and kept the
migrating salmon in the feeding grounds
for extended periods. Although Grange
and Legge could only commit a million
dollars for the construction of what
became “The Outpost,” the result was a
remarkable combination of rich leather

and wood surroundings in a stunningly
rugged setting. As an added bonus, the
DFO elected not to impose an onerous
possession ban, meaning that The
Outpost could operate independently as
a third lodge for the West Coast Fishing
Club, and one that was much needed
owing to steadily increasing demand
from a client base that now hailed from
throughout North America. When it
opened in 1999, The Outpost became
the Club’s most distinctive facility,
offering groups of up to 16 guests a
luxurious and private environment, along
with incredible fishing on the wild west
side of Graham Island.

WCFC head office – Vancouver, BC

Helicopter on The Clubhouse,

Latter Day Evolution
By 2001, it was apparent that the West
Coast Fishing Club had evolved from its
origins as an arm of Intercon Security
to become a stand-alone enterprise.
Every manner of service excellence had
seemingly been brought to bear, including
the establishment of new headquarters
just steps from the south terminal of
Vancouver International Airport, where
Club staff could see guests off and provide
assistance upon their return. Grange and
Legge determined that the time was right
to formalize a more complete business
structure that could strengthen its brand
within a marketplace that in many
cases now strived to emulate the level
of service they had pioneered. To assist
in taking things to the next level, Rick
Grange’s 24-year-old son was appointed
as director of sales and marketing.
Brian Grange was well aware that the
Club’s was owed to well-established
traditions of sterling silver service. With
that in mind, he determined that his
first objective was to preserve those
traditions, and continue to treat annually
returning guests as members of an
extended family. It was on this premise
the Club had been built, and it was on this

premise that its future would be charted,
with more of the same commitment to
service excellence, more of the same
commitment to corporate responsibility,
and more of the same conviction to
“give back more than we take.” At the
same time though, he joined forces with
lodge managers and staff on some new
initiatives.
In 2003, some of Vancouver’s most
celebrated chefs began to make guest
appearances in the kitchens of The
Clubhouse and The Outpost. On the
success of these occasions, the David
Hawksworth and Friends Culinary
Adventure was initiated in 2006, a
five-day event that featured interactive
cooking classes with the chef-owner
of Vancouver’s famous Hawksworth
Restaurant and other celebrity chefs.
It was an overwhelming success
and became an annual marquee
event for The Clubhouse. In order to
further enhance the Club’s corporate
responsibility program, an annual salmon
fishing tournament to raise money for BC
children’s charities was also initiated
in 2006. The inaugural Fishing for
Kids tournament attracted many eager

Langara Island helipad

participants to The Clubhouse, including
well-known BC business leaders. After
the Vancouver Canucks signed on as
partners, several of the team’s players
and management staff began taking part,
resulting in an even higher profile event.
With the help of key individual supporters
and corporate sponsors, the tournament
has netted over $4 million for children’s
charities.
The Clubhouse by this time had also
became a destination for a growing
number of celebrities - professional
athletes, musicians, actors and industry
titans – all seeking five-star asylum amid
the ancient and mysterious beauty of
Haida Gwaii. Its soaring reputation for
culinary sophistication also began to
resonate more widely with Vancouver’s
fine dining aficionados, particularly after
some of its apprentice chefs began
turning up in the kitchens of famous
restaurants across North America. By all
indicators, the West Coast Fishing Club
had set lofty new industry standards,
with thousands of clients descending
annually on its lodges to experience what
most regarded as the finest combination
of comfort, service and off-the-charts
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fishing. But just when it seemed that
nothing could go wrong, warning signs
from Wall Street and a weakening US
dollar sparked concern across Canada’s
tourism marketplace.
As news of Lehman Brothers’ collapse
rocked boardrooms and banks in late
2008, the Club’s management team
huddled to decide how best to weather
the ensuing storm. Anticipating fewer
American visitors, many lodge operators
began to consider ways to cut costs by
paring down services. Grange and Legge
saw things differently.
“We took a look at all of our fixed costs

and decided that we needed to change
the model, but not compromise on
service,” recalls Legge. “Our conclusion
was that we could be as good as or
better than we had always been, but
with a reduced number of guests and
a slightly shorter season.” Pursuant to
the only slightly more defensive strategy,
the capacity of The Clubhouse was
reduced from 52 guests to 40, while The
Outpost was trimmed from 16 to 12. It
soon became apparent that the solution
not only reduced costs, but also further
enhanced the functionality of the lodges.
“There is no question it provided better
value,” says Legge. “The dining room
and common areas all worked better

Active Blue Marlin close to boat

with fewer people so we stayed with it.”
Even as vague signs of a US recovery
began to emerge, the formula of fewer
guests remained in place, much to
the approval of a majority of members
who have proved unwilling to let shaky
economic times alter long-cherished
summer rituals. More importantly, the
success of the strategy underscored the
relentlessly focused approach to service
excellence on the part of the Club’s
entire management team and staff, and
an acquired capability to navigate even
the stormiest seas.

Ship moored at Punta Cocos, Las Perlas Island

s – future site of WCFC Panama

A Tropical Frontier
In the same manner as Langara Island
held unparalleled promise in the late
1980’s, Panama’s Las Perlas Islands
represented a similarly bold new
beginning for the West Coast Fishing
Club management team two decades
later. The recently democratized Central
American nation offered an entirely new
fishing frontier, every bit as untamed as
Haida Gwaii, but decidedly different, with
over a dozen sport-fishing species in
mass abundance. It is here in the remote
tropical Pacific waters south of Panama
City where the stage appears to be set
for the Club’s history to be repeated.

While plans move forward in gradual
steps to establish an exclusive boutique
resort on Isla Del Ray - just as they did on
Langara Island all those years ago - the
interim needs of Club members are once
again being met in grand style aboard
a floating lodge. Temporarily anchored
just off-shore is The Pacific Provider, a
luxurious 160-foot motor yacht with 12
berths and ample sun-washed deck
space for anglers to revel over cocktails
in the afterglow of adventure in one
of the world’s most spectacular and
unexploited sport-fishing regions.

As preparations for construction of
the land lodge continue, the process
of reviewing comment cards from the
inaugural guests of WCFC Panama
endures in the same rigorous fashion
as it has for years from those at the
northern lodges, with an unrelenting eye
to refining services, optimizing special
events and finding new ways to share the
beauty and bounty of the Pacific.

Diane Rupert – 42 lb Chinook Salmon

John Simpson – 32lb catch and release

Mike Throne and his son John – 30 lb Tyee

Bruce Langereis and Willie

Mitchell

Quarter Century Reflections
25 years after its first members plied
the waters of Langara Island, the history
of the West Coast Fishing Club is an
intriguing example of both business
development and sociological evolution.
Beginning with a vision to tame, but not
taint a tiny portion of marine wilderness,
the Club has transformed BC’s sportfishing industry, introduced novel ways
for human hearts to meet, and has been
a part of personal, corporate and family
histories for more than a generation.
At the same time, it has become an
industry torchbearer for corporate
responsibility, community and economic
development, and for environmentally
friendly operating practices. And for the

most part, its culture of conservationminded angling prevails among long-time
members, many of whose children and
grandchildren have now accompanied
them on their wilderness odysseys.
They too have now come to understand
the delicate balance of the Pacific, and
the necessity of taking their turn as her
stewards.

industry. But when all has been said
and done, the West Coast Fishing Club’s
greatest asset is its long-time members
- thousands of like-minded souls from
all points on the continent, inextricably
linked through the commonality of their
altogether amazing ocean adventures.

And if all goes according to plan, the
Club’s traditions will be preserved for
While the Club’s origins can be traced decades to come, and in a manner by
back to a pair of business partners with which future generations will be assured
two Boston Whalers and a desire to the same rare privileges as those that
simply do things better, its growth and went before – shared experiences far
success is owed to legions of skilled staff beyond the norm, and in places far
members, who through their diligence beyond their wildest expectations.
and attention to detail have redefined
British Columbia’s saltwater sport fishing
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Social Media

Satellite Phone Rentals

Facebook and the West Coast Fishing Club
“Like” our Facebook page and you will have access to daily
photos, content and blogs.

WCFC RSS Feed
We’ve added an RSS feed to make it even easier for you to
receive the newest information and blogs from the WCFC
website.

WCFC Videos
Want a taste of what it’s like to have a 500 pound marlin on
the line? See the video section of our website.

If you need to be able to make or
receive a call anytime while fishing
with West Coast Fishing Club, we
have the answer. West Coast Fishing
Club is now pleased to offer satellite
phone rentals for your fishing trip.

Short Notice Club - SNC
If you need to be able to make or
receive a call anytime while fishing
with West Coast Fishing Club, we
have theLooking for a second trip
with family or friends? Sign up for the
Short Notice Club and receive weekly
updates on cancellations and dates
which become available at a later
date.

WCFC Website
Don’t forget to navigate to the WCFC website while you’re online – westcoastfishingclub.com. We’re constantly updating
with daily blogs, compelling news, and events, and out-of-thisworld video content showcasing our most exciting videos of
on-the-water action.

TripAdvisor

Corporate Clothing
We will order customized items
for your corporate group and have
available for each guest prior to
departure for your trip. We select only
the best brands available and can
personalize with company logos.

Check out The Clubhouse on TripAdvisor and enter your
comments.

Desktop Calendar
See our monthly Desktop Calandar at
www.westcoastfishingclub.com

4540 Cowley Crescent
Richmond, British Columbia
Canada, V7B 1B8

All photography by Jessica Haydahl and George Fischer. Vintage photography by various friends of WCFC.

